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FIG. 1. Holotype CIB 80001 - CAS 166936 of Rana tenggerensis 


Two specimens of Rana were 
collected during the joint 1987 Chengdu 
Institute of Biology and University of 
California Expedition to the deserts of 
northern China. They were found along the 
banks of the Yellow River (Huang He) 
where it flows along the edge of the 
Tengger Desert in Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region. Both specimens 
were collected after dark in pools along the 
banks of the river. Upon examination of 
these specimens we determined that they 
represent an undescribed species (Fig.l). 
This species, named after the Tengger 
Desert, is closely related to Rana 
nigromaculata Hallowell. Figure 2 shows 


the distribution of both forms. The 
distribution shown for Rana nigromaculata 
was compiled from Dixon (1956), Lui 
(1950), Lui & Hu (1961), Moriya (1955), 
Okada (1927), Kawamura & Nishioka 
(1979), Shannon (1956), and Bannikov 
(1977). The nomenclature used follows 
that of Kawamura & Nishioka (1979). 

Rana tenggerensis sp. nov. 

Holotype: CIB 80001 - CAS 166936, an 
adult male from along the north shore of the 
Yellow River (Huang He), at Shapotou 
Desert Research Station, Shapotou (37° 
30'N 104° 58’E), Yinnan Prefecture, 
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FIG. 2. The distribution of Rana nigromaculata and Rana tenggerensis. The question mark between 
Rana nigromaculata and Rana tenggerensis represents an area of uncertainty. The other question mark to 
the southwest of Rana tenggerensis represents a questionable record from Qinghai Province. 


Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, China. 
The specimen was collected August 14, 
1987 by J. Robert Macey and Theodore J. 
Papenfuss. The Holotype is deposited at 
the Chengdu Institute of Biology. 

Paratype: CAS 166808, an adult male 
from along the south shore of the Yellow 
River (Huang He), at Shenjiatan (37° 28' N 
105° 18’ E), Yinnan Prefecture, Ningxia 
Hui Autonomous Region, China. The 
specimen was collected August 13, 1987 
by J. Robert Macey and Theodore J. 
Papenfuss. The specimen is deposited at 
the California Academy of Sciences. 

Diagnosis: This new form, Rana 
tenggerensis , is a close relative of Rana 
nigromaculata Hallowell, but differs from 
the latter in having 1) a wider head, 2) the 
nostril closer to the eye than to the tip of the 
snout, 3) the tibia to snout-vent length 
proportionally shorter, 4) full webbing 


with almost no notch, 5) a more rugose 
back, 6) no dark spots on the lips, 7) no 
dark stripe in front of the shoulder. 
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